FRIENDS OF CHICHESTER HARBOUR

Minutes of the 21st Annual General Meeting held on Thursday 16th October 2008 at Chichester Yacht Club, Chichester Marina, Birdham.  

1.
WELCOME

Martin Rhodes, Chairman of the Friends, opened the meeting and welcomed over 70 members and guests. Apologies were received from 26 members.

2.
MINUTES

The Minutes of the 20th Annual General Meeting held on 18th October 2007 were agreed and signed by the Chairman.

3.
MATTERS ARISING

There were no matters arising not included in the agenda.

4.
ANNUAL REPORT

The Chairman spoke to his report, which was circulated at the meeting. A copy of his report will be placed on the Friends website, www.friendsch.org 

5.
HONORARY TREASURER’S REPORT

The Treasurer submitted the accounts for 2007/08, which had been provided to all members with the agenda for the meeting, and a copy is attached to these minutes. 

The Treasurer pointed out that the funds available to the Friends were substantial, partly due to the legacy reported at the last AGM, but that the Friends continuing programme of work projects throughout the harbour would ensure that these funds were gradually used to benefit the wider harbour community. The bulk of the legacy mentioned previously had been invested with WSCC, at a higher rate than was offered by National Westminster, but could be called upon when required for projects. 
Income during 2008 remained healthy, with generous sponsorships supporting receipts from individual members’ subscriptions and Group and Corporate memberships. The Treasurer foresaw tough times ahead, but considered that the Friends’ financial position was good and that its funds were safe. 

The current membership figures were: Life members – , Annual members – : a total of . The Treasurer suggested that 

The Treasurer concluded by offering thanks to Allan Stewart-Fitzroy for his assistance in the handover of the Friends accounts, and to George Nash, the Honorary Examiner, who did his best to ensure that the accounts added up correctly.

The meeting approved the accounts as submitted.

6.
ELECTION OF HONORARY EXAMINER

Members were advised that George Nash was willing to continue as Honorary Examiner. There being no other nominations, this was proposed and agreed.

7. 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE FOR 2008/09
Members were advised that the following officers had served during 2007/08:

Chairman:


Martin Rhodes OBE

Vice Chairman:

Nigel Roper

Treasurer:


Allan Stewart-Fitzroy/John Williams
Secretary:


Chris Punnett

Membership Secretary:
Susan Stewart-Fitzroy

Newsletter Secretary:
Ian McIntyre

Members:
Bernard Clarke*, Brian Field, Lee Freeston, Peter Henshaw, David Weston.

* Co-opted during the year

The Chairman thanked Allan Stewart-Fitzroy for his meticulous accounts over many years, and the considerable contribution he had made to the success of the Friends. He also thanked the other members of the Executive Committee for their service over the past year.
The Chairman referred to the co-option of Bernard Clarke to the Executive Committee, following his sail around the world on ‘Golden Eye’. He also drew attention to the wish of Susan Stewart-Fitzroy to relinquish the role of membership secretary; a replacement officer for that role was therefore sought, but Susan would continue until a successor was found.

The meeting was informed that the remaining members of the Executive Committee were willing to stand for re-election. The Secretary advised that no other nominations had been received.

It was agreed that the Executive Committee of the Friends for 2008/09 shall be:

Chairman:


Martin Rhodes OBE

Vice Chairman:

Nigel Roper

Treasurer:


John Williams
Secretary:


Chris Punnett

Membership Secretary:
Susan Stewart-Fitzroy

Newsletter Secretary:
Ian McIntyre

Members:
Bernard Clarke, Brian Field, Lee Freeston, Peter Henshaw, David Weston.

8. 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The formal meeting ended at 8.15pm

Following the formal meeting members received a report by Sir Jeremy Thomas on the continuing achievements of Chichester Harbour Trust and by Lt Col John Davis, the Manager & Harbour Master, on current issues in the harbour, in particular water quality.

The Chairman thanked the Manager & Harbour Master for the leadership he had given the harbour community in its fight to ensure that access to East Head continued.

There then followed a presentation by Dr Bruce Tomlinson on the Marine Bill about to be presented to Parliament, which ran to 750 pages, 97% of which was in his view legal/policy jargon. 

The Chairman thanked Dr Tomlinson for his very clear presentation of a difficult subject.

The evening was closed by the Chairman at 9.35pm

